Yes it can happen….

Rodrigo Alberto Carazo

….and as Costa Ricans, we can make it happen. This is the equivalent of a war, said President Carter 30 years ago:  the dependency of the world, as well as Costa Rica, on fossil fuels (hydrocarbons) that aren’t making anything better, not for the planet, not for the country, not for people who live here now, and even less for those who will occupy this space in coming generations. 

Mother Earth, hurt by the exploitation of resources that aren’t renewable like petroleum, gives us her sound solution.  With Costa Rica, in this case (again), she is prodigal.  If decisions are made now, eventually in the face of crisis, our country would know how and have the means to satisfy our needs, support the region and, without being presumptuous, be an example in the world and for the world.  We have assumed this position in the past and we can do it again in the future.  This time, the same as in the past, it is worth the try.  It is within our reach.  We can reduce and even eliminate this country’s dependence on hydrocarbons.  
During the beginning of his presidency, being the visionary and statesman he is, our President joined forces in the field of energy and the environment with a trustworthy, well informed person with a lot of experience.  Together, Don Oscar Arias and Roberto Dobles can orient and guide the country and its population to surpass this challenge.  

Yes it can happen.  We have to take action: substituting gasoline with ethanol and planting here the product from which it originates; changing diesel for fuels with vegetable origin, also produced in the country; ensuring the total production of electricity from renewable sources; promoting transportation by train again – in urban areas as well as for shipping cargo for importation and exportation; introducing cars and buses that run on fuel that doesn’t contain hydrocarbons; optimizing the electric consumption in homes, offices and production plants.  In short, this is a true campaign on many fronts, all important and requiring delicate intervention.  

Things are not as easy as one may think
.  Governmental leadership is required, as mentioned before, but besides the determined participation of public institutions, it is also necessary to have the participation of universities and technological entities, private agricultural businesses, industry and transport, means of communication, professors and teachers and consumers and producers, basically the entire country.
It’s time to take action, measure the challenge.  We have to convince people of the viability of facing this challenge, define goals, create visionary and determined public policy, establish timetables, determine costs and the income available to attend to these costs, and define responsibilities.  We have to mark the beginning, always keeping the end goal in mind.  We have to find reachable means and not those that benefit only a couple of people and garner opposition from many.
Don Oscar and Don Roberto: lead the way.  Put the country in motion towards energy autonomy.  You know how.  Many people are urging you.      
� Idiomatic expression, doesn’t translate directly





