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Bioenergy Development
Issues and Impacts for Poverty and 
Natural Resource Management
By Elizabeth Cushion, Adrian Whiteman and Gerhard Dieterle

Traditional forms of bioenergy, including firewood and charcoal, 
remain the primary fuel source for many rural and poor 
communities. More modern sources of bioenergy, which include 
ethanol and biodiesel for transportation fuels, or wood pellets 
for heat and power generation, offer promise, but also
generate great controversy. This new publication gives an 
overview of bioenergy developments and examines the main 
issues and possible socioeconomic implications of these 
developments, and their potential impacts on land use and 
the environment. 
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