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National initiative to combat climate change

Country wants to be the first nation to be carbon neutral
Tourists and businesses will pay for emitting toxic gases into the atmosphere.  The money will be used for eliminating the polluting emissions

By Alejandra Vargas

Costa Rica developed an initiative to convert itself into the first country with a neutral carbon balance.

This means that the Government will implement decrees, laws, incentives and budget proposals that are necessary actions so that the environmental protections in the country manage to compensate for the amount of pollution that is generated here. 

This is what Roberto Dobles, Minister of Environment and Energy revealed to La Nacion.

According to Dobles, during this administration the country will look to reduce the emission of toxic gases into the atmosphere, like carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane.  These gases are generated, principally, by industrial processes and the use of fossil fuels (like diesel and gasoline).
In order to achieve this goal, the country will stimulate the use of biofuels, hybrid vehicles and clean energy, as well as with the implementation of less polluting technologies in industry. 

All of the ministries have the mandate to act in their own function areas to achieve these goals.  The majority of the new norms to combat climate change are also part of the National Development Plan (PND), which will pay for and execute itself.  Fifteen percent of the PND will be invested in the environment.

The initiative will also count on international support. For example, the Agency for Spanish Cooperation has already given the Ministry of Environment and Energy 160,000 Euros for this strategy.

The 150 countries that form the United Nations declared in a meeting in Nairobi, Kenya that they are watching the progress of the national initiative in order to replicate it in other parts of the world. 
A fundamental part of the national strategy will be the creation of a registered trademark called C-Neutral.  This trademark will certify that the tourism and certain industrial processes are able to mitigate all carbon dioxide that they emit.  

To tourists, they will sell what they will call “clean trips”, in which the tourist pays “a tax” equivalent to the tons of carbon dioxide that will be emitted from their plane flight or car trip.  

The emission of each ton is valued at $10.  The money collected will be managed by the State for the conservation of natural areas and reforestation projects. 
“This will be a voluntary mechanism through which individuals or businesses that generate emissions or effect conservation areas by the use of aerial, terrestrial, or maritime transport can compensate for the pollution with a payment for it”, said Jorge Rodriguez, from the Fund for National Forestry Financing, the entity that administers the money.

If a trip from Costa Rica to Australia emits nine tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere per person, the tourist would pay $90 more to his airline ticket.  If the trip is from Costa Rica to the United States, the airline ticket would cost $20 more, because two tons of CO2 are emitted.

The airline Nature Air is the first that is thinking of adding the environmental payment to the price of its tickets.  

“With this effort, the hope is that in the period from 2007-2001 we will obtain up to $40 million dollars. With this money we will invest more in conservation and research in protected areas”, emphasized Rodriquez.  

For industry, the tax will work in the same way.  Businesses will pay the State for each ton of CO2 that they emit.

“What we hope is that this incentive will support the use of machines and processes that are less polluting”, emphasized Minister Dobles.
As part of the trademark C-Neutral, the country is developing a new carbon certificate market of greater quality.

“With carbon quality, we are referring to a service that doesn’t just increase the amount of carbon dioxide that is captured by the trees, but also contributes to the maintenance of the scenic beauty of the forests of the country”, explained Minister Dobles. 

