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" Virtual Meeting of the Working Group on Environment, 7" May 2008

Principle and Criteria on Soils and Air - Minutes

1. Background and Goals of this Teleconference
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. Discussion on Principle on Soils
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4. Discussion on Ctriteria on Soils

The participants did not express any strong disagreement . %
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Remarks received from participants prior to the conference

- Are the impacts happening over downstream production (processing) be considered “indirect effects”?
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% * This aspect will be emphasised in the list of definitions.

5 What is ‘unnecessary burning’ (8b)? Is it in contradiction with 10d (air criterion of “no burning”)?
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5 Are the FAO guidelines sufficient to restrict the use of hazardous pesticides? How about refereeing to
World Health Organization Type LA and IB and chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides; pesticides that are
persistent, toxic or whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their
intended use; as well as any pesticides banned by international agreement like the FSC?
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5 Are worker safety issues surrounding the use of chemicals included?
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Discussion held during the teleconference:

5 Is Criterion 8f redundant with the other criteria, given that direct and indirect GHG emissions are
addressed in the GHG emissions principle and other soil services are captured in criteria 8b-8e?
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- How shall organic matter be protected, given the potential use of organic waste as second-generation
Jeedstock?
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The Working Group supports the idea of prioritizing the use of agricultural residues
and by-products as amendments.

- Pests, weeds, invasive species and berbicide management. Is it all well covered as it is now? Would it be the
best place to emphasize this aspect? E.g, the RSPO standard:

Criterion

Indicators and Guidance

Guidance for National
Interpretation

Criterion 4.5 Pests,
diseases,

weeds and invasive
introduced

species are
effectively
managed

using appropriate
Integrated Pest
Management (IPM)

Indicators:

» Monitoring of pesticide toxicity units (a.i. x LD 50 / tonne
of FFB).

» Monitoring extent of IPM implementation / total ha.

» A programme to monitor pests and diseases must be in
place.

Due to problems in the accuracy of measurement,
monitoring of pesticide toxicity is not applicable to
smallholders.

Guidance:

National interpretation
should provide further
guidance on what
practices are most
appropriate for a
particular country, and
where needed, on
practices which are
appropriate to
smallholders.

techniques. Growers should apply recognised IPM techniques,
incorporating cultural, biological, mechanical or physical
methods to minimize use of chemicals.
Native species should be used in biological control
wherever possible.
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#F The guidance of the Expert Panel on Soil will be
requested on this aspect and the decision will be made by the Working Group during
the 9" Virtual Meeting.

5 8a should specifically request a ‘continuons’ monitoring so that it is not interpreted as a need for initial
assessment and nothing else afterward.

5. Discussion on Principle and Criteria on Air
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5 % zero pollution might be too aspirationalt %
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minimised. This suggestion will be proposed for validation during the 9™ Virtual
Meeting.
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- Criterion 10b: Why is the compliance with national law only mentioned for air and not for soil. Shouldn’t
it be included somewhere else?
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- Is compliance with national laws sufficient? What if international requirements are stricter (e.g. WHO
norms vs. national norns)?
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- 10c. The ‘optimal level’ mentioned in several criteria, including air quality, will request country specific
indicators. Is the ‘optimal air quality’ a workable concept regarding evalunation?
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5 10a. The assessment of sources is requested but we should also mention potential improvement measures
(environmental management system).
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Based on the suggestions provided by the Working Group on Environment and the
Expert Panel, the Secretariat will shortly send an updated version of the Principles
and Criteria on Soils and Air, to be validated over the 9" Virtual Meeting (End of
May), along with the forthcoming P&C on water.

THANKS TO ALL THE PARTICIPANTS FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION!
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